Dowling Community Garden

PO Box 6757, Minneapolis, MN 55406
651. 255. 6607
WWW.DOWLINGCOMMUNITYGARDEN.ORG

April 4, 2009

To all Dowling Community Gardeners:

Dowling Community Garden leases the space for its garden plots from the Minneapolis Public
Schools. Our current lease runs from 2005 through 2010, but can be canceled after 90 days’ written
notice by either party. Several months ago, the school district informed the Garden’s Steering
Committee that it intended to cancel our lease and substitute a license to use the space instead. To
obtain this license, we are required to join the district’s Community Partners program. The school
district’s Web site describes this program at https://secure.mpls.k12.mn.us/CPO/Default.aspx.

This program was created for organizations that provide services to students. Its intent is logical for
organizations running programs in the Minneapolis schools. However, it is a very bad fit for Dowling
Community Garden, which does not operate in schools or provide services to students. Most
burdensome is the requirement that all plotholders will be required to pass a background check.

The Dowling Community Garden Committee made several attempts to explain to the district why
the program was an illogical fit. We have repeatedly pointed out that it would be impossible to
background check most of the people who use the open space at Dowling. Several elected officials,
notably Jim Davnie and Sandra Colvin Roy, attempted to intervene on our behalf, but to no avail.
We are frankly at a loss to understand why the district is expending so many administrative
resources in this meaningless exercise.

The district has now begun the process of forcing Dowling Community Garden into the Community
Partners program. The Steering Committee has very reluctantly concluded that our best course of
action is to comply. We cannot afford a lawsuit against the district, and any more-confrontational
course could mean the end of Dowling Community Garden—after 66 years.

Following this letter are two documents from the school district:

(1) A letter to Dowling Community Gardeners from Steven Liss, Chief of Policy and Operations of
the district, explaining the district’s perspective on the issue. Please note that The Garden
Committee does not agree with many statements in Mr. Liss’s letter.

(2) A sample of the form to be used for the background checks. Do not fill it out now—the
attached form is a sample for your information only. Sometime in the next month or two, a
copy of the form and instructions will be sent to every plotholder (the primary gardener whose
name is listed first on our agreement form). Any plotholder who fails the background check or
refuses to submit the completed and signed form will be disqualified from holding a Dowling
Community Garden plot.

The Steering Committee will try to keep you informed as this matter develops and to implement
the school district’s demands in a way that imposes the least possible burden on Dowling gardeners.

Sincerely,

Dowling Community Garden Committee
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