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Background Checks Required by the Minneapolis School District:
Questions and Answers
Q: Why is this background check necessary?
A: The background check is a requirement of the school district’s Community Partners program.
The Dowling Community Garden Steering Committee worked hard to convince district
administrators that this program was inappropriate for us, but they insisted we join the program.
Our only realistic alternative was a lawsuit, which would be extremely expensive and probably
unsuccessful.
Q: Who must complete a background check form?
A: The primary gardener of each plot must complete the form. The plot partner or any associated
gardener is NOT required to undergo a background check.
Q: What if I refuse to complete a form?
A: If you refuse to undergo the background check, your gardening privileges at Dowling will be
revoked.
Q: What offenses might lead to disqualification?
A: Only crimes for which you were convicted in a court of law. These include any crimes related
to minors, as well as most felonies. Cases will be evaluated on an individual basis by a school
attorney. Non-violent crimes that did not involve minors and occurred many years ago will
probably not cause disqualification, especially if the record since conviction is clean.
Q: How will my information be handled?
A: When your background check form is received, volunteer members of the Dowling
Community Garden Steering Committee will check it to make sure it is complete and signed. No
copy will be made. The fact that your form was accepted will be the only information we record.
The original forms will be delivered to the school district contact, who will conduct the
background checks. The forms will be handled in compliance with school district policy on
employee personal data. (District employees have to submit to the same background check.)
Q: What if I fail the background check?
A: If you fail the background check, you will be contacted by the school attorney and given a
chance to rebut or explain any information revealed by the background check. The attorney will
follow up on any information that you provide and then determine if you must be disqualified,
informing you of the decision. The attorney will notify both you and the Committee after a
decision of disqualification has been made. At that point your gardening privileges will be
terminated.

